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Sustainability

SUSTAINABILITY POLICY

At NGT we have a passion for exploring the world in which we live and sharing those
experiences with the next generation.

We are also conscious that our behaviours have an inevitable impact, that we leave a
footprint wherever we travel, and recognise our responsibility to minimize that impact.

We do not wish to deny the next generation the opportunities that we have all enjoyed and
learned from: the challenge we embrace is allowing the world to remain open to the next
generation in the right way.

Our philosophy:

We want to be accountable for our impact on the environment, and to be empowered to
embrace the challenges that changing our patterns of behaviour present; we are curious to
find out how our historic and current behaviours impact the world we live in, but above all
we want to do the right thing.

Our commitment:
We are committed to embracing a cultural change in the way we think and behave.

We are committed to educating our staff and customers to understand that there are
alternatives to our existing / traditional behaviours.

We are committed to making the world a better place.

How do we achieve this?

We believe we can tackle this issue at three levels:

e Things we can CONTROL at a local level —in our homes and offices
e Things we can IMPACT —in destination

e Things we can aspire to DEVELOP — globally
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What we do TRAVEL GROUP

Within our office environments...

Our staff are encouraged to...
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Our offices are now almost completely paper-free, with all tour-related materials,
presentations and inter-brand documents now being sent by electronic means

We intend to move towards the distribution of pupil support materials via electronic PDF
rather than printed booklets

We aim to reduce our energy consumption over the next three years, and are conducting
an analysis of current usage to identify how best to achieve this.

We are investigating the feasibility of closing each of the NGT offices for the equivalent of one day per
week, encouraging staff to work from home on an occasional basis when feasible, and are
advising staff on the best ways to avoid wastage

Our offices operate recycling schemes, including composting and soft plastics

We are committed to reducing our business mileage to 25% of our travel footprint over
the next three years (it is currently 44%). We will achieve this by reducing the number

of in-person meetings in favour online meetings, and encouraging staff to use the train
rather than driving between NGT offices

Reuse, reduce or recycle as much as possible

Participate in voluntary environmental activities — for example, staff at Anglia Tours have been
volunteering with the Big Green Internet project and the Colchester Woodland and Biodiversity Project

Our customers are encouraged to...

Investigate how to mitigate their carbon footprint while travelling, enabling groups to make
sustainability choices appropriate for their group

Consider including a ‘meat-free day’ on residential tours
Consider holding consultation meetings and pre-tour parents’ briefings online

We offer advice to schools on sustainability issues and relevant resources to promote in the classroom
prior to travel

In destination we are working with our suppliers to...

Ensure the most environmentally friendly resources are used, including packaging for lunches, and the
use of locally produced resources wherever possible

Eliminate the single use plastic bottles from all our tours
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Sustainability

Earth Summit: Inspiring a more sustainable future

At Next Generation Travel, we believe educational travel can inspire young people to
think differently about the world around them. Every year our Earth Summit brings
students aged 14—18 together with sustainability and climate change experts for an
engaging programme of talks and hands-on workshops.

Held at Keele University, students explore the causes and impacts of climate change

alongside practical responses to some of today’s biggest environmental challenges.
Workshops have covered topics including:

e climate change and the evidence behind it

e ecosystems and biodiversity

e human impact on the environment

e energy demands and resources

e sustainability challenges : ——
e natural resources

e responses to climate change

The event also helps students connect sustainability with their future.

Through encounters with industry professionals and a university environment,
Earth Summit supports Gatsby Benchmarks 4, 5 and 7, helping young people
discover how sustainability can influence future study and careers.

By combining education, inspiration and practical action, Earth Summit
reflects our commitment to helping the next generation become more

informed, environmentally conscious global citizens.

Inspiring young people today to help create
a more sustainable tomorrow.
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